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herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
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1 . ^ This communication is responsive to applicants' brief and an applicants' interview on Aug. 03, 2006 . 

2. S The allowed claim(s) is/are 1,2.5-7.9-11, 14-19 and 22-24 . 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Examiner's amendment 

V 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. In a telephone interview on Aug. 3, 2006, applicants' representative Mr. Frank 
Nuzzi authorized the amendment as follows: 

In claim 1, after "one half hour", please insert and wherein the model 
comprises a simulation" 

Please cancel claims 3, 12, and 20, 

In claim 10, after "one half hour", please insert ", and wherein the model 
comprises a simulation" 

In claim 18, after "one half hour", please insert ", and wherein the model 
comprises a simulation". 

Reasons for Allowance 

1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The claimed invention is directed to a method for simulating and optimizing the 
performance of electronics assembly equipment (system) to assist a particular sales 
session for providing a good quality of sale services in the customer communication. 
Claim 1 of the claimed invention requires: 
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defining one or more performance metrics for a proposed solution, 

prioritizing the identified solutions by running the model for each of the identified 
solutions, 

selecting a proposed solution from among the prioritized, identified solutions, 

quantifying the benefit of the proposed solution relative to the one or more 
performance metrics, and 

communication the quantified benefit to the customer, wherein the quantified 
benefit comprises a cost of ownership measure and the customer's electronics 
assembly system is modeled within approximately one half hour, and wherein the 
electronics assembly system comprises a simulation and a simulation model. 

Claim 10 requires: 

establishing a model of an assembly system comprising the selected 
configuration, 

comparing the at least one performance measure against the customer 
constraints, and 

If the at least one performance measure satisfies the customer constraints, 
offering to sell at least a subset of the electronics assembly equipment of the 
configuration to the customer, wherein the customer's electronics assembly system 
comprising the selected configuration is modeled within approximately one half hour, 
and the model comprises a simulation and a simulation model. 
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Claim 18 requires: 

establishing, during the session, a model of an assembly system having a 
plurality of possible configurations, 

running the model on a computer to predict the measure of performance for the 
system, for each of the subset of the plurality of configurations, 

quantifying a benefit of the preferred configuration, wherein the quantified benefit 
comprises a cost of ownership measure, wherein the customer's electronics assembly 
system is modeled within approximately one half hour, and wherein the model 
comprises a simulation. 

Because the prior art of record does not expressly disclose or suggest the 
claimed invention with limitations above, the claims are allowed. 

2. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 



1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thai Phan whose telephone number is 571-272-3783. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kamini Shah can be reached on 571-272-2279. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

2. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Dec. 07, 2007 




Thai Phan 



